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.aunex of the Hotel Veondome was

EARTHOUAKE
HORRORS

Related by Miss Anna Pos-

ton, of Oakland, Cala,

INTERESTING LETTER

Received by Dr. Rannells.
of this City.

De, . A, Rannells of this eity. has
received 8 most interesting  levier
from his niece, Migs Anna Poston of
Oailand, COnlifornin, under date of
April 20, two days following the carth-
quake at San Francigen. Miss Poston’s
exporie ce during the day of the
earthqunke and the following days of
hodrorand terror are woll worth per-
using. The letter [wllows

I hope that our telegram renched
you in plenty of time to save you any
worry the terrible news from Calj-
fornin may have caused you,

We are all safe and are everyone of
us seated now around the tabie in
Unele Sam’s library.

Johin and I were the only ones who
roully had narrow escapes, and thank
gooaness he did not have to go throngh
anything to compare with my exper-
iences,

I shall try and give you an outline
of my adventures on Wednesday, the
day of the earthqunke,

Mra. B— had been feeling rather
poorly and so her husband decided
Sunday morning that she had better
go down to the bige hetel, The Yen-
dome, at San Jose, and take afew days
rest. She only thought of going Sun-
day morning, 80 <he telephoned, agked
me, and we lefl Monday alternoon.
Such a thing ng an earthgquake never
aceurred to ug and until Wednesday
morning at 5:13 we had a splendid
time,

The Vendome is a great, big hotel,
almost as largeas that at Delmonte.
The annex of the hotel & built onto
tha old building so thut it isa contin-
uation ofit. There is no passageway
between them.

At 518 on Wednesday morning we
were awkened by the most terrible
carthquake cver felt in California.
Ve annex was roeking like a ship at
sen. Firgt our end "of the boilding
would lift clear off the ground and
then the other would go up in the air
I don’t know why we did not try to
raige uoin bed but we did not. To
that fact we owe our lives

Of course, we would have been un-
able to stand, but we would have been
erushed had we gotten up. It seemed
lile hours we lay there waiting forthe
crngh to come., 1 remember thinking
1 would cover my hesa with the bed
clothes, and how dispairingly 1
thought that the beams when they
fell would hurt me as8 much as if 1
were nncovered ; so I lay thers with-
out even trying that. Soon the iaths
and plaster began to fall, striking me
on the back of the head nnd on the
stde of my face, [ was lyiog on my
stomach when the shook came,

I remember opening my eyed and
seeing the corner of the room come
way over my bed and then swing as
far ont again, At last the prayed for
erash came, How we welecomed 18,
You cannot imagine how | had hoped
it wonld come soon and end it all
quickly All we wished was that
we might be killed quickly for we
nad no hope that we might bs saved.

Yor n minopte we lay there withoot
moving and then we got out or bed.
The room wag in roine.  The tloor
tilted to nn apgle of 45 degreva; the
walls borst ont; the windows hroken ;
the doors and cellings utterly erushod
and our beds twisted all oot of shaps

The Iaths and plaster lay all around
ui, s0 that we conld not not sof the
floor: the dosb was so0 thiok we conld
hardly distinguish each other; anad
our clpthes were buried ont of sight.

After it was over we ware go stun-
ped that we noted as if nothing had
bhappened. 1 found wod pot on my
shioes apd ssockings so that 1 conld

walk on the fallen plaster and lathe,
Alts. H— ocounld pot find ber shoes so
she dressed in all ber clothes, baot
gkirt and walst, while 1 hanted them
ald got ali onr other things out of
the closet ava dresser. We savad
gverything but one of my side combs
and & bottls Jof towet water, which
was snnghed by n marble slab falling
on 1t, We packed all the small thiogs
in the suit vases apd kome men came
in aud tied onr other things io a shest
ahd threw them ous of the window.
By that time Mrs, B— was sll dressed
aad & man sald we muost leave tie
buildipg, He thirew & blanket over my
night gown, aod we were lifted one
and tuken over fo the main hovel,
wherse we could finish drogsing and
paoking our things,

Parhnps you have roemd that the

demonshed Dewohished was not the
word whnlonh fits the ovcnsion, Lt was
Literally taken up, twisted around,
augd then khrown oo she  grouod,
Where before 1t joined the man
building, thers 18 BOW & gap of Eweu-
by ook, . I8 was three Mlorigs lugh,
Aud BOW af one end the roof I fat on
mm ar room Was 1o the sen- (1
mhq, .m men mu m

,‘ﬁ / ¥

ap he wall of the it Goor aod oarey
uk ik oor windows,

We wers put in charge ol ths clork
of the thotol and an soon an hie conlil
oL to ne he ranshed op the wall to ont
window nnil atuck Nis heatt In 1o ask
if we wore hart. He said he never
anw two people g0 ealm in his 1ife,
Wa woro aulotly deosiing and sont
him nway to help otliors who waers
huart,  The matn hotel was Left stand.
Ing Lot It will hinve be 0 torn  down,

Wo roplly wore not onlm, bot we
worn  unable to realize what had
happened, Suoeh a thing ag another
shock never oocarred to us, and we
never once thoaght of the hollaing
fulling on u#, ot we would have got-
ten ont né soon as we conld, 1| oonld
not kKeep my blankot around me nt
Heat, and remember saying to fhe mpn
who onrtied me out **I can't keep my
blanket on; L s not & Roman senntor
or an Indinn ggnaw, '’

Lhere wae only one man killed in
the bailding and he was 1o thes room
norosa the hall from us,  He orawled
under his bod and was oroshea.  ‘Lhe
man  who slept with lim csonped
withont a serateh,

There were {7 people in the annex
and we all owe our Lives to the faot
that » tree againat which the build-
ing was thrown stood nnd kept the
ruing from settling,

I oan't understand how the Lree
stood, for it crashed half through »
room and gplintered a bed on whicn
A man and his wife were sleeping,
Thoy eseaped without a sorateh.

Soveral were buried under the ruins
and had ¢ be du g ont, but they were
not seriously hurt, and all but one
walked away with the assistunce of
the bystanders, The one who Ig carrisd
oub on & stetcher Wad A yYOoung man
who was buried ander the debris for
about gix hoursa, He is sotfering more
from the shock than from any in-
juries he snstained, slthongh hig bank
was strained a httle.

The day before
when we were driviog down cwwn,
wae met o young man we had known
in Oakiand. We told him where Twe
were staying and asked him to come
and see n4.  Wednesday morning, Aas
goon as he had heard ol the digaster,
be enme to hont as up, and stayea
quite & while with us.

He came up to Oakland that day,
and 1t was through nim that mother
and Uncle Frank learned that we
ware nnhurt,

All She water and gas
hotel were damaged so
not get even a drink

light a Hire to cook,
hougekeppers brought a great
of bread oot oo the veranda

panple,
Mrs. B— anpd I thought thnt ns

soon a8 mother or Uncle Krank learn-
ed of the disnster they wounld send for
ug. Ho we stayed on tlie hotel veranda
from six o'clock 12 the morning nntil
twn in the afternoon,

At abont ten 1o the morning while
wo were sitting there waiting them,
some one sald ‘‘Anpna'' in a sort ot
choked voice, and looking down I saw
John standing by the steps. He was
the most digreputable looking individ.
uoal 1 ever saw, But no one can real-
ize how glad I was to see him.

John sald that ag goon a8 he heard
of the accidenr at the Vendome he
got a team and arove ns hard ss he
conld to San Jose, abount twenty five'
miles. They asked everyone they met
if anyone had been killed there and
waere told all sorts of wild stories.
One said thirty had  been crushed,
another fifty, and at the entrance to
the groundas of the fhotel » man said
chirep huandrad had met their death n
the rains.

Johin was pretty giad to see me teo,
but helouly stuyed a few miouotes,
and then,went back to school. John
gnid the old frame bullding he was in
rocked dreadfolly and all the plaster-
ing fell, but otherwise his experienco
¥as no worse than mother's,

You can't know the anxiety we
felt when upon inquiry no Dows
could be gained in regard to the sit-
aation in San Kranciseo and Oakland,

At lagt s man told me that the
shock had not been felt thereand that
sverythmg was all right, 'Lhe next
person aald that San Francisco was
flat on the ground with a lhuge fire
AN in the romps, ana that Onk-
land was worse. Ab about |0 a map
came in from San Frangoioo and  gaid
thist the oity wons doomed; slint the
fire was carryving everything before
it, and that they were dyunmiting
the buildings to see if they could not
control 1t, This last repors proved to
be true, ns we found when we raachsl

Ban Franoisvo,
We alio heara another repore that

antimmenss Hdal wave had swept
avar the oisy, carrylug men and houses
out to sea, This we Enew to be ‘m-
possible, g0 were not worried by it §

aWe had »hout given up in despuir
of ever spemmg our families agaln,
when n man dashed ap in s bigjPierce
Arrow, and asked I there wis any
news from the clty sud that he ! was
going to start for there at onve, With
ont stopping a mioute | called to him
sud aeked if he were really going and
when he satd **Yes, ' and sald if we
viared 1o tnke advaptage of it that the
whole tonnegpu  of lis car wad at our

the enrthonake,

ppes in the
thiat we could
of water, or
One of the
hasket
for the

disposnl, We nocepted without Lesiua-
kion,
Toen came the most bharrowing

nxperiences we bad to endore, There
we were having given ap all bope or
Unole Frank sending for us starilog
out to go to & barplog oliy with »
wan we had pever ween, We did vot
have time o shink better of our dde.
olsion before wo were off at B0 wlles
an hour for Bap Franoisco, sixty

milen
My, W— was a young man of about
thirty and one of she most reckless

but withal she bost ohmufer I ever

Fis manpgemont of thnt hnge
oir woa dothing shors of wonderfal
and b gnda hWimsell that he wounld
novar have dared dofng jwhat ho i
nidar oridinary oftoomstances, Wo
mnde the deive tfom San Jose ta Han
Francieno in two hones, 1 atindl nover |
Forget thnt fido as long ne 1 live, It
Wil A torrible ae woll ny v wonderfual |
nidvonture. o plioes wher s the rond |
wik bad and that was not infeogquents
Iy tha case, we hold on by muin
atrangth to keop from being thrown
bodily ont of the oar,

Think of tenting macdly along in an
nuto toward n city, which from all
you knew to‘the contrary might jhave
bean alvenoy erpgoa from the mnp

When we were yot thirty miles
from the city we commenced to gen
the smoke from che fire, anid to mant
to prople  leaving the town in auto-
mobilag,

As woe drew nearer and nearer, thoe
reflugees beopme more numerons and
the smoke blacker, until when we
weore within five mmles of the burning
city n Etendy stream of people, roma
walking, some in nll sort ol convey-
ances and sl with bondies of bedding
and clothirg slung over thelr shoul.
dors, paesod af harrying from the
goena of dispster,

The fires started some time about
Aix o'cloek in the morning Wadnesday
and by the eveniog of the ssme day
100,000 peapls  were homeless By
Tharsday 300,000 were camping in the
vacant lote and parks, The fire was
not controlled until 1ate Hriday night
when only onejfoureh of the city wns

lefs
When we arrived, Mr. W— drove

us tmimediately to his brother's house,
where he was met with the news that
he did not linve a pent in the world
but what he had in his pockers. Never
once while we were with them, about
four hours, did we hear one of the
family mention their logs 10 a4 wWay
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which wonld make ug uncomfortable
or make us feei that it was on
their mind. In fact, I do not think
a word was sa1d aboat it, except onop
when the voungest brother snid.
"They say the unsurance companies
won't be able to pay."’

All the water they had in the honse
wna o little they had drawn in g batn
tub to drink. ‘Lhey gave us n little
of that to wash with. They had no
gos to cook with, aod all the fooa
they had in the hounse they put on
the table, and asked us to share with
them, 1t consisted of one box of sar-
dines, two plates of bread, some pate,
and some crackers. Mrs. W— had a
Iittle milk for her two babies and she
wonld insist upon our lhaving some,
but of coursse we wonld npot drink
pny. Ouce while at the table we felt
a slight earthquake, we had nineteen

very hot,

the street

pasged, in A
-

ots for us,

W

the tire,

in the other direction so 1t was
Cne place for n little
tance the builaings
wa
bhurning, but we wers going so fast it
wad pot really dangeroos.

One soldier onlled out to
most
got anything to eat?"'

At Inst we arrived at the ferry,
Mr, W— rushed in
Then,
leaking aod he had to savp
gasoline he hod,
the boat started,
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Stimulatlon Wlthout Irritation.
Ormvo Laxative Fruit Syrup is a new
laxutive syrup combined with the deli-
eious fluvor ol fruits, and is very pleas-
ant to tuke. It will not gripe or sicken.
It is much muu- plensant aud eflective
than I*ills, Tablets and Suline Waters,
as it does not derunge the Stomach, or
irritate the Kidueys, Liver or Bowels,
Constipation.

Onmxo Laxative Fruit Syrup will posi-
tively eure chronie constipation as it re-
gtores the natural action of the intestinal
traet, Ordinary cathartics may give tem-
porary relief but the stomach is npset
and the bowels are irritated without any
permanent benefit having been derived.

OUR GUARANTEE

|'The condition nf 1]1«'- patient, rel
chignged, T'he Stomuel, Liverand
liwve not been stimulated and
duys astronger purgative may ha
taken,
Waters never give permanent
Their violent aetion results in a
urgl movement of the Lowels nnd
essury to keep taking thew inde
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Clears the Complexion.
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